
Readme file for the onset dataset  
 
This is a version of the UCDP/PRIO Armed Conflict Dataset v.4-2009, 1946 – 2008, 
structured for quantitative analysis.  
 
When using the dataset, please refer to the latest presentation of the data:  
Harbom, Lotta & Peter Wallensteen, 2009. "Armed Conflict, 1946-2008." Journal of Peace 
Research 46(4). 
 
As well as the original citation for the data:  
Gleditsch, Nils Petter, Peter Wallensteen, Mikael Eriksson, Margareta Sollenberg, and Håvard 
Strand. 2002. “Armed Conflict 1946-2001: A New Dataset.” Journal of Peace Research 39(5). 
 
Please consult the codebook at:  
http://www.pcr.uu.se/research/UCDP/data_and_publications/datasets.htm 
for information on definitions not provided here 
 
The onset dataset contains annual observations of all states in the international system, as 
defined by Gleditsch and Ward (1999) between 1946 and 2008. The dataset contains all 
internal and internationalized internal armed conflicts (type 3 and 4) in the UCDP/PRIO 
Armed Conflict Dataset. The conflicts are located according to the government side in the 
conflict.  
 
The file contains the following variables: 
gwno: Gleditsch-Ward country codes 
year: Year of observation 
onset1: Onset of an intrastate armed conflict, >25 battle deaths. Coded as 1 if this is a 

new conflict or there is more than one year since the last observation of the 
conflict 

onset2:   Onset of an intrastate armed conflict, >25 battle deaths. Coded as 1 if this is a 
new conflict or there is more than two years since the last observation of the 
conflict  

onset5:   Onset of an intrastate armed conflict, >25 battle deaths. Coded as 1 if this is a 
new conflict or there is more than five years since the last observation of the 
conflict. 

incidence: Incidence of intrastate conflict. Coded 1 in all years with at least one active 
conflict.  

intensity:   The intensity level in the year. Two different intensity levels are coded.   
   1: minor armed conflict (>25 deaths) 2: war (>1000)  
   See codebook for more information on the categories. When there are several 

active conflicts in country-year, the variabel codes the conflict with the highest 
intensity level.  

sumconf:  Number of conflicts in country-year 
 


